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Greetings. my dear Soropiimists!

I am Kazuko Morita, vour SIA President. and I am
sending you wishes for a productive and stimulating
Region Conference. Unlike last year, some Regions
may be holding an in-person. and some may be holding
virtual conferences. I know how much we missed
seeing each other in person. In any case, please stay
safe as you gather with members from across your
Districts and Regions.

The Begion Conference is a special occasion to
honor what being a Soroptimist is all about. You will
have the opportunity to celebrate the accomplishments
of clubs and members in your region and engage in lots
of personal exchange and meaningful activities.

To make the event more memorable, we have
provided valuable resources to inform vou about our
strategic direction, excite vou about upcoming events,
and help vou create a deeper connection with our
ofrzanization.

You will also find valuable tips for learning about
the power of storvtelling and how it plays a big part in
our Big Goal efforts.

I hope you leave yvour conference with a renewed
sense of pride for our life-changing work to provide
women and girls with access to the education and
training they need to achieve economic empowerment.
And the inspiration to help lead Soroptimist into our
second century, to our Brilliant Future!

Best wishes,

2021-2022 SIA President
Karuko Monita
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Hello; members of Soroptimist International of the Americas!

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to your 2022

region conference! Whether your region can meet in person or
viriually. I know you have much to celebrate.

This year, region conferences have been developed to offer
something for everyone—whether you are just siarting your
Soroptimist journey or continning as a seasomed member
We invite you to take part in workshops and presentations
specifically designed to hely increase vour collective impact

rough support of our Big Goal, brdinstorm new wavs of

recriifing and retaining our member base and drive global brand
recognition throngh inspirational storvtelling.

Before we begin. I wanted to share a bit of my own story
with you all. You may not kmow this, but I am the first member
of my family to attend college, let alone eam multiple degrees.
I truly represent what our Big Goal aims to achieve. A girl
locking for ways to fel her fuiwe, relyving on mentors to show
her what is possible, and receiving life-changing support as she
breals the cycle of poverty, abuse, and violence. A girl who
dared to Dream Big!

1 reflect the heart of our mission, and I am fiercely driven
to give back and to serve women and girls in need. In my short
time as Soroptimist's new Execotive Director and CEQ. T have
met and worked with many Soroptimist members, and I know
yvou share my belief that education is the key to unlocking
economic empowerment for women and girls” That is a core
value of this organization.

Every day I continue to be in awe of your accomplishments.
And I know without a doubt that together we are ready to imvest
in our Big Goeal of investing in the dreams of half a million
women and girls through access to education by 2031 A halfa
million women and girs. Yes, it is an andacious goal Anditisa
brave goal But [ have never been more confident in our ability
to aim high and dream big as we enter our second century! ’

By focusing our work on women's empowerment throngh
education, we can drive the impact needed to grow as a
successful, life-changing, and well-recognized organization.
Tt 15 only when we fully embrace a united mission at the local
level that we can globally lift half a million women and girls out
of poverty through access to education. Girls just like me.

That is the power of dreaming BIG!
It is an honor and privilege to work with a world-class and

essential organization with dedicated members like vou I wish
you all a wonderful region conference

Sincerely,

Michells . Burnett
Executive Director & CEO
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