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Sorop-ti-mist Lo be.

2. If I can an-swer
free-dom’s call, Striving to be a friend to
all; If-I have love for may own land,

Yet to far shores hold out my hand; Then fellow-

ship I'll truly share: When-for the whole wide
world I care; And-1 will know it's fine and free Sor-

op-Lli-mist to be.

Moderato (Soroptimist Club of Mesz, Arizona)
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lend; If- T will bless my home with love,

And grate-ful be to God a—blove; Then life’s true
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I will grow; And-in hu-mil-i-ty I'll pray Sor-
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4

e

e S,



VAN k=i Y

Soroptimist

o 18 5 3 iy o 4

13:00 ~ 14:00 WE (ZHEM )
B0y 3RV N5 7 =]
14:00 ~ 16:30 - Rehath
- ERERAAL
- 2HSEEAT
- IEEHK

* MRS
- EEEG
- IMERE
* REEG

TESdMHE ]

- ATAmHEEE :
(— ) BREEEx

- EEEFEh R
I ERE mmeem
+= - R

B 5B NTHEEEES

16:40 ~ 18:00 - HIERERLL

© T ERRT

- IBEER

- B E

- EgE

- IBerik

- BEHGH

- BREEE

- GEEE

LA

i

S SFHE N

18:00 ~ 18:30
18:30 ~ 21:00

& of

SR R

REEE : PR =

SR YR S

Ead i) S

3ERE : BN

BB R THe5 7

. ﬁﬁ%l{’ﬁ&gﬁ%MFaﬁ%@El&Iﬁ%

(=) EREE Tt
=) R AR T

= HIEEFE : plmpy

INTERINATIONAL OF TAIWAN RO.c i \&

e

e

s

e e

. . e e e
R e = = = e e~ e

sorOPtimiSt INTERINATIONAL OF TAIWAN R.O.C.

X
( 280 ) B |
()f;?ozi E1!0:20 12 £ KBS S & K Joan Cromer J&Ei# T
H |

10:4213 : 1(1);18 giﬁiﬂ%ﬁ?&%@ﬁﬁﬂ% Leigh Wintz ¥ &% 43 I{,
1(2);00 ~ 14:30 PAFEEEEDITE [
FARELERG K

FFERAL I
Eoy: =122 AV .J}I
g - EEHK J
N8 gk ﬁ[
FEEGEE *}’
R EEEA |
B E T.
UTEEo ] |
EfE BIEK !
& BB r
1

|

!

PPN |

DO e

e

Edelweliss (msimne) )

Edelweiss, Edlweiss, Every moring you greet me.
1 it

Small and White, clean and bright,

you look happy to meet me.

Blossom of snow, may you bloom and grow,

bloom and grow forever.

Edelweiss, Edelwiss,

o

Bless my home-land forever. ever. ever.
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Best for Women

Tsai Ling-Lan, President, SI-Taiwan
Governor Taiwan Region
President Joan Cromer, Director Leigh Wintz, distinguished guests,
dear friends and sisters:

Today the 1996 Annual Convention of the Soroptimist International — Taiwan Region
is solemnly opened. We are honored with presence of President Joan Cromer and Direc-
tor Leigh Wintz of Sl-the Americas and many other distinguished guests at this meeting.
Let me on behalf of S| Taiwan extend to all of you our nearly Welcome and best wishes.

Soroptimist International was introduced to Taiwan in 1992. At first we named our
organization as International Professional Women Association. In view of the fact that
there are various professional women groups in Taiwan, in order not to be confused, we
renamed our organization as International Lan-hsiung Association, thanks to the sugges-
tion of Chiu Chang-huan, president of the Examination Yuan.

In Chinese lan means "orchid" and hsing “fragrance”. The orchid is a noble plant in the
eyes of our countryman. Moreover, Mu Lan is a legendary Chinese heroine and her brav-
ery and patriotism has become a symbol of Chinese womanhood. In addition to
fragrance, hsing also has the savor of gentleness and kindliness. So we take "Lan-hsing"”
to characterize our organization.

The word "Soroptimist” is derived from Latin "soror" and "optima, to mean "best for
women”. Soroptimist International is a worldwide women organization.

The Sl-Taiwan, also called "Lan-hsing", is part and parcel of the Soroptimist Interna-
tional. So far six Clubs have been established, including that of Taiwan, Taipei, Taipei
Mei-lun, Taichung, and Tainan. Last year when Taichung and Tainan clubs were estab-
lished, president Cherryl Liddle of SI-the Americas honored us with her presence and
praised the progress and activities of our organization. The establishment of Sl-Taiwan
ushers in a new era and makes it a nationwide organization for the promotion of public
welfare and world peace under the banner of Soroptimist International.

The Lan-hsing Association, though young in history, progresses rapidly. Under the head-
quarters, there are six clubs at present. More clubs and chapters will be established
soon. It is expected the activities of this organization will spread to every corner of
Taiwan. During the 30s, the Sl-France tried to sow seed on the Chinese mainland but
without avail. Now we hope someday we will influence our sisters on the mainland to
share our activities and render services to society.

The Soroptimist International was founded in America in 1921. It spread to other parts
of the world rapidly. The 1996 Annual Convention of Si-Taiwan is not only a gathering
together of members of various clubs but also marking the 75th anniversary of SI-Ameri-
cas, through which let's join hand in hand for the promotion of Friendship and cooperation
among all S| members the world over.

Dear friends and sisters, we sincerely hope Soroptimist will bring happiness to our fami-
lies, peace to the world, and dignity to humankind.

SoroptlmISt INTERINATIONAL OF TAIWAN R.O.C.
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A Women Service Organization

Mu Ming-chu, Secretary. Sl-Taiwan

WBRBRRRE BB L REBB BB BRREEBLEEE

Distinguished guests, directors, and fellow members:

We are happy that the Sbroptimist International Taiwan Region has been officially
established under the support of governmental agencies concerned and the Soroptimist
International.

The name of Soroptimist is derived from Latin “soror" and "optima®, meaning the best
for women. The Soroptimist International is a world women organization, devoted to
public services. It provides information for professional women, to cultivate their ability of
leadership, to inspire their self-consciousness, to improve the quality of living, to promote
international understanding and to safeguard world peace. All members are expected to
be friendly to one another, to partake the joy of achievement, to be willing to render
services to society, to have self-respect, to be faithful to one's job, and to love one's
country. With such an ideal in view, it progressed rapidly and has becomean international
organization. Under the Soroptimist International, there are four Unions: the Americas,
England and Ireland, South and West Pacific, and Europe; under which there are various
Regions and Clubs, with members coming from more than 100 countries.

The SI-Taiwan Region is officially established today. In the past, Taiwan Society is
comparatively conservative. But now, owing to the development in economy and educa-
tion, the opening up of society arid uplifting of living quality, women in Taiwan gradually
leave home and join themselves in business and industry, and quite a few have made
good achievements. Moreover, their self-consciousness and self-respect has increased
and they continue to broaden their scope by joining activities with women of other coun-
tries. The SI-Taiwan now consists of six clubs, including that of Taipei, Taichung, Tainan,
Kaohsiung, and Miaoliﬁ It is a big event for women in Taiwan. This organization will dedi-
cate itself for the healthy development of women in Taiwan, in contrbuting their energy for
services to society, shouldering up social responsibility, and backfeeding to out society

and country.
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Message From S.I. of Kaohsiung

Writen by : Teresa H.C. Chen
Translated By: Winnie Su

Our club began to plan our inaugural meeting at the end of Dec. 1991. From organizing
to empowering, every member is in cooperation with each other.

The unit and development of a club should be each member’s speciality and coopera-
tion. The members of S.I. of Kaohsiung have these ambitions. After setting up our club,
every member began to give their professional knowledge to coordinate with the activities
of S.I. the Americas.

Most of our members are leaders in many women's clubs, so they show their work abili-
ties in building a bridge for our club. Under the premise of "building a bridge”", we attended
the biennial Convention in Phoenix Arizona. They did not prepare the national antem of
Taiwan R.O.C. at the convention that day. Fortunately, Teresa Chen, a member of S.I. of
Kaohsiung, wrote down the lyrics of the national anthem of Taiwan, R.O.C. Every
member sang it loudly while our club was entering the hall with the status of the 96th
membership country in United Nations. It was really impressive.

Following was the world alliance activity called "International Family Year". Ex--presi-
dent Grace Chang called together more than thirty clubs.at that time, so the hiking activ-
ity for LF.Y. began. And many people joined it. Later Teresa Chen was the Master of
Ceremony in another activity for I.LF.Y. More than twenty thousand people joined it.

Our club gave publicity to the other activities for LF.Y., and we received the flag from
the Kaohsiung Mayor. We publicized the importance of traffic safety in a parade in Kaoh-
siung.

Some of our members regularly hold exhibitions of flower's art and musical concerts
three or four times a year. We also do a lot of social service jobs.

Every member of the Kaohsiung club is proud of being a member of S.I. And they
always follow the subject of S.I. "Woman in Action” at any time. Moreover, they collect
warm emotions and friendship by uniting the talent of themselves with others in "Finding a
New View". They do the service work with all their heart and might.

The Dresident of the second term, Mei-Kuei Chen Ku, plans the activity of loving Kaohsi-
ung by taking care of the city’s parks. We will plant the S.I. roses in the parks. And
then, we S.I. of Kaohsiung will show our great success in green at that time.

We will lead to our common efforts at making Soroptimist stronger and stronger and
every member will contribute her valuable experience from life and jobs for society and to
make people have a joyful life by our sincere service.
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Jul.5 The handing over ceremony of club Presidents was held in Grand 50
Club.

A + Jul.12 Our office moved to president Chen Ku Mei-Kuei’s place.

l( Jul.13 the Federation Convention of new Directors and Supervisors was held

}. in Primary Club.

( Jul.18 President Chen Ku Mei-Kuei and 10 Directors and Supervisors went

M together to Taichung for attending the handing over ceremony of Pres

Art idents, Directors and Supervisors of Taiwan Province Club.

l. + Jul.24 President Chen Ku Mei-Kuei, Chief Secretary Lien-Chu, Treasurer of

A Taiwan Region Lin Yu-Chiueh and Editor in Chief of Taiwan Region

W Teresa Chen attended the meeting of Taiwan Region in Taipei.

= Aug.l The Ist Federation Convention of Directors and Supervisors was held.
- Aug.8 Director Chen Pao-Yu invited members to attend the activity of picking
longans.

&£ * Aug.15 The Ist regular meeting was held.

III - Sep.5 The 2nd Federation Convention of Diregtors and Supervisors was held.

. * Sep.19 The 2nd regular meeting was held in Mercantile Club. We invited Mr.
}: Shi to give a speech on "Talking about the way of keep in good health
} by using the acupuncture".

i\ * Oct.3 The 3rd Federation Convention of Directors and Supervisors was held.
4{ * Oct.14  The 3rd regular meeting was held by us and Formosa Partner Club. It
':?' was an activity of the charity bazaar. We sold pyramid-shaped
i dumplings, soups and drinkings, and the fee we earneal would be our
Z\‘IZ fund.
¢ * Oct.21 Rresident Mei-Kuei Chen Ku was invited to cat a ribbon at an open-
. ‘ ing ceremony of a charity activity by Hau-Mern Company.

'4’: Oct.21  Rresident Mei-Kuei Chen Ku is also the President of Kiwanis Inte
rnational of Kaohsiung Port Club, and there was a handing over cere-
mony of President for her in Long-Hwa Hotel. Our members was
invited to attend this ceremony and sent a board for congratulating.

* Oct.22  Director Ms. Jseng husband Mr. Lin set up the legisrator’s campaign

A office, we sent him gaily decorated baskets for congratulation.

I Oct.29  President Mei-Kuei Chen Ku’s son, Mr. Chen set up the legislator’s

‘I campaign office,we sent him gaily clecorated baskets for congratulation.
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Nov.4 Supervisor Ms. Chen's daughter Ms. Tzou got married, we sent gift for
congratulation

Nov.4 China Ethical Educational Association, President Grace Chang held the
Ist praising ceremony of the example Mother-in-law and daugh-ter-in-
law. President Ms. Chen Ku was invited to award prizes, and she snet
wreathes for congratulation.

Nov.5 Supervisor Ms. Huang set up the legislator’s campaign office, we sent
gaily decorated baskets for congratulation.

- Nov.7 The 4th Federation Convention of Directors and Supervisors was held.

Nov.18 The 4th regular meeting was held. After it, vice-president Ms. Hsiern
guided S.I members to visit Hitachi TV(Taiwan), LTD.

. Dec.4 Supervisor Ms. Huang’s daughter got married, we sent gift for congratula-

tion.

« Dec.5 The 5Sthe Federation Convention of Directors and Supervisors was held.
- Dex.17 Director Ms. Tzen was awarded one of ten Example Charitable Family.

Dex.19 The 5th regular meeting and X’mas convention was held in koohsiung
Harbour Restourant.

- Jan.3 Reciving twenty magazines from Miyazaki Japan, and Director Ms. Ohara

heplied a Japanese thank you note to Miyazaki club.

- Jan.9 The 6th Federation Convention of Directors and Supervisors was held.

Jan.15 President Mei-Kuei and three members attended the opening ceremony of
the flower shop which owner is one of our member, Ms Chien.

Jan.16 President Mei-Kuei and six members attended the funeral of our treasur-
er’s father.

Jan.20 The 6th regular meeting was held. This time we sent six boxes of books
which are suited for teenages reading to a high school in Pingtung.

Teb.6 The 7th Federation Convention of Directors and Supervisors was held.

* Teb.15 President Mei-Kuei Chen Ku and five directors attended the Ist prepara-

tory meeting of Taiwan Convention 1996 in Taich ung.

» Teb.27 The 7th regular meeting was held. There was a beauty forum held by Ms.

Chen(one for our member).

Mar.5 President Mei-Kuei Chen Ku and five directors attended the 2nd
preparaory meeting of Taiwan Convention 1996 in Taipei.

Mar.11 The 8th Federation Convention of Directors and Supervisors was held.

Mar.18 The Ist preparatory meeting for atteding the 34th Biennial Conv ention in
Aanheim was held.

Mar.25 President Mei-Kuei Chen Ku and five directors attended the 3rd prepara-
tory meeting of Taiwan Convention 1996 in Taipei.

Apr.2 The 9th Federation Convention of Directors and Supervisors was held.

Apr.6,7 The 9th regular meeting was held.
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Our club was sponsored by S.|I of Lu-Er-Dou Japan, and was recommended by Mr.
Chang, National Policy Adviser of President Palace. On February 1992 S.| of Taiwan was
established as the first Soroptimist in Taiwan by President Ms. Tsai.
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S.I of Taipei was sponsored by Charter President, Ms. Tsai of S.I of Taiwan Province

and Mrs. Yui, A National Policy Adviser of President Palace as well. It was chartered on
June, 1994, and it is also the third Soroptimist club in Taiwan, R.O.C.
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il Conguer many difficulties, S.I of Taipei Beacon was formally established ,
) }i charter ceremony on Nov.21, 1992. It has had 4 terms so far:
|

and held a

The first term — President is Ms. Lin and there are 7 directors and 2 supervisors.
The second term — It is the same as the first term.
The third term — President is Ms. Mu.
The fourth term — President is still Ms. Mu, and the numbers of directors and supervi-
sors are added to 15 and 5 for each, because it is needed for club affairs.
SIA announced that Taiwan Region was established in Taiwan Conference 1995, and
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appointed our President Ms. Mu to be the Secretary of Taiwan Region, that is for her to
make efforts for formally establishing Taiwan Region in 1996. 31
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PYTR Leigh Wintz - hERREHEEETER @ HERERE  REEHTRAALURSN
HEROYNE  AIgFRAERLL  WEESENLL MBEEMSE L+ UKL
& B HRERSRE |

HIRAIZ EERE S ST #H > AHRFREEHEGRBTETHERERMYRE 4 X
{bA Hitsh & (Soroptimist International Of Taiwan R.O.C) 8| &t ALK 1995 Z##
BEGHEREEERE  NNERISHEARS A —EHZH -

REMEENHEREURERERE O EUNMEESBEITE » URES] &
B FTLIERREN > EMESHSHEES(IEFES S 2 EY - LUK T8 ST AR
i o

Soroptimist International Of
Kaohsiung Shin-Ho Club

Our club was prepared to be established on April, 1996, and our club will be formally
chartered by SIA President Joan Cromer, Executive Director Leigh Wintz and Taiwan
Region Governor Ms. Tsai giving the club flag on May 2, 1996. Beside that, kaohsiung
Mayor Mr. Wu's wife will attend the charter ceremony on that day, so it is a pleasure for
the charter President Ms. Sun, Secretary Ms. Lee, Treasurer Ms. Chen and all the
members.

Charter President Ms. Sun and Secretary Ms. Lee, they both are the Soroptimist
members already; especially Ms. Sun, because she was the charter member of S.I. of
Taiwan, R.O.C. and the Preparatory Chief Committeewoman of Taiwan Conference 1995,
therefore, she must have got the knowledge to charter a new club.

We are very grateful to Taiwan Region Governor, Ms. Tsai and Rebecca Chiu's encour-
agement, so we establish Kaohsiung Shin-Ho club actively. We hope Kaohsiung club and
all the other Soroptimists give us a guidance and we can cooperate with each other for
developing Sl's spirit.

Writen by: Teresa Chen
Translated by: Winnie Su

3 - 2 = == S I... 28
HHR : 556 WER:F MR : BRE5E
President Ching-Ho Sun Secretary Hsiang-Lan Lee  Treasurer Hsi-Chen Chen

42

soroptlm|5t INTERINATIONAL OF TAIWAN R.O.C.

e et

A

e

. RS-

e

S E__ N, SN

o

—

)
A
1
1

1
{
i
Af
|
¢
1 I\:
|I:i

T e e S S e S e TS e S e e e e e e e e e e S S




N o o
\‘ SDrOptlmISt INTERINATIONAL OF TAIWAN R.O.C SoroptImISt INTERINATIONAL OF TAIWAN R.O.C. f
Sanan0 e- ‘
V‘”AN aee® 4
"]I\
! b T HE N 5% I AR S Y 1 e HO o | R R P A s ks 1 oy A
3?4 SIETHE OEIFRE BT S  wes. : v T B O [5R FER B E A 1 k
;T: AGES TSR - EEHER « F9FRAEZE TSRS © i Soroptimist International of -_{f;
) AO@ETHNAORHEARREEBED - Wit ) AgGBFEELENS . . ] |
: Soroptimist I H# » MEBRHL » SUERRIIATE » RFH G REHIEBR LIRS - 2 j Kaohsiung shin-Shing f
! IR BB » EHIFRARIEN o a';:
{8 ST BISHIRARSE » Ui 18 (1@ BHVRIAIE - A @R R R G & PR i a &
R ERWRGRABEHAY  HERG ARPWEASFE K AHFER {

=i

A Er'Er Bl BERTFREE A AT - EREEZIN 1992 FEFEB SR ESEARINEEYE o BB3EPHEH
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Leigh Wintz -~ TEHERERENFEEER > HERESE  RBE@ESHEMBURSMEER
REE  EBROLE  Fg2BGg 8RB -

AEHR > GREE  MERETH - WERAGEN - BEREEEEHTFE - 0o
FEREAM - MEFEELE - HREPRIFLEERIE - UKZHEE » —SHTEZHE
MEZHRIDGREER WHEER - URNEETESNTREARNIE | LUEFIKE Soropti-
mist 558 — B EE !

HER ¥ & WER  fEigiR Eﬁ%% BOEEE
President Mi Huang Secretary Mei-Yang Shy Treasurer Pao-Yi Chen Lai
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Soroptimist Internation Of
Kaohsiung Sheng-Shing Club ﬁ

Writen by : Framk Ko

The sheng-shing club of soroptimist of kaohsiung was formed by a group of women
sharing the same relieve and value.

Inspired by our love to the country and with our true and sincere friendship toward
other. Sheng-Shing members have long been recognized as a group of endhusiastic volun-
teers on sociai, welfare and charity actives. thus, our members strongly believe that our
tdel is coincjde with that of soroptimist.

It is kaown that the ideal of soroptimist is highly regarded internationlly. we take great
interest in joining soroptimist, and look forward to become part of si organization.

With consent of the chairlady ms. Tsai Ling-Lan ( £33 ) and with the assistance of

= AL S R 5% R 2 2K i o &F

Soroptimist International of

Taipei Kai-Shian

senior members of soroptimist, roc,we are now applying for soroptimist mbkbership with - - o = |

no doubt, the award of membership by soroptimist is not only our honor, but also a great - . M - I

help to us in the pormotion of our service. FHEE : {818 WER  tIHEE R - BlE%E
President Tin-Yu Youn Secretary Lin-Ron Sen Treasurer Mei-Hua Dan
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Treasurer Re-Tin Chian
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What is Soroptimist

Speater: Joan Cromer

Soroptimist His Orientation

Soroptimist [nternational is the world’s largest classified service organization for professional and
executive women. Soroptimist [nternational consists of nearly 100,000 women tn 112 countries
and territories. Soroptimist International of the Americas is the largest of the four federations
composing Soroptimist International, with more than 47,500 members. SIA represents 20
countries and territories and has over 1460 clubs.

The word Soroptimist is coined from the Latin "soror” and “optima" meaning the best for women
It all began in 1921 in Oakland, California when eighty women were recommended for
membership in a club of women professionals beirg organized by Stuart Morrow. Mr. Marrow
had originally gone to the Oakland area to organize a men’s service club. During the summer
menths, the charter members held weekly luncheon meetings, recruiting members and choosing
ihe mission to "foster the ideal of service." Cn September 26, the charter was closed with only
one member per classification. Officers were installed and the charter was formally presented
on October 3, 1921.

Soroptimist’s first president, Violet Richardson Ward was not interested in joining the group in
Caxland until she was assured Soroptimist would be international in scope. In 1923, the Greater
Lendern club and the Paris club organized in Europe. The clubs in North America and Europe
formed federations in 1928, and Soroptimist International was created that year to provide a link
between the two federations. By 1934 the clubs in the countries of Great Britain and Ireland
formed their own federation. Countries of the South West Pacific created a fourth federation in
1978.

The goals of Soroptimist have remained the same since 1921 and are identical, whether vou live
in South America, North America, Europe or Asia. Members work together to:
maintain high ethical standards in business and professional life;
strive for human rights for all pecple and, in pacticular, to advance the status of women;
develop a spirit of friendship and unity among Soropomist of all countries;
develop interest in couvmunity, riational and international affairs; and
contribute to international understanding and universa! friendshigp

Soroptmist members achieve their goals by particpating in projects developed on the
international, federation and community Jevels.

Benefits of membership include:
direct involvement in local, national and international service projects;
professional growth and leadership development;
networking with other women for business as well as social interactior;
heightened awareness and appreciation of cuitures throughout the world;
the Soroptimist of the Americas magazine, covering topiss of importance in efiorts to
make a difference for women, and
a wide variety of sales items. (Show a copy of the sales catalog and price sheet)

{Show 12 minute Accept the Chullengc to Be the Best videa. Mei Hua has one with
a voice over in Chinese)
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Organizational Structure

Soroptimist International unites leading professicnal and executive business wormnen throughout
the world to promote the objects of Soroptimist and to cooperate with intergovernmental and
other organizations for the advancement of women.

Soroptimist Intermational is composed of four federations. Soroptimist International of the
Americas the largest federation with over 47,000 members, Soroptimist International of Eurcpe,
Soroptimist International of Great Britain and Ireland, and Soroptimist international of Scuth
West Pacific, the smallest of the four federations. Each federation has either regions or unions
and clubs. All four Federations are overseen by the Soroptimist International Board of Directors

The SI Board of Directers consists of officers of SI, the president of each federation and two
representatives from each federation, selected in accordance with the procedures of the
federations. The voting body of the 5! Board of Directors is composed of the president of each
federation and the two representatives from each federation. International officers do not vote
at the meeting to retain equality of voting rights between federations. The voting members of
the SI Board have voting privileges on all matters of policy and management. At the Board
meeting preceding the Sl Convention, there may be a delegate from each region who may speak
on any subject and together with the voting member of the Board, may vote on any matter
relating to SI programs. An international convention is held every four years, with the most
recent one held in San Francisco in June 1995.

The federation Board of Directors is the administrative body of the federation. The board carries
out adopted policy action and programs of the federation. SIA’s board has 13 members, one
elected from each electoral area of the federation, including the president, president-elect and
secretary/treasurer. Each officer serves a one year term. Members of the Board may submit
their name as a candidate for president-elect. The president-elect is elected through mail ballots
to the clubs. The secretary/treasurer is elected by the Board of Directors.

The purpose of the federation is multifaceted. The federation provides representation to the Sl
Board and to inter-governmental and other organizations for advancement of international
understanding, goodwill and peace, program emphasis for a biennium through programs, and
direction on Soroptimist adopted policy, programs and resolutions. Reports are made on affairs
of the federation, Soroptimist Foundations, federation Board actions, regional activities and club
activity through publication in The Soroptimist of tiie Americas magazine. The federation hosts a
convention every two years, on the even numbered years. The 1896 convention is in Anaheim,
California and will be held from June 21 through June 24, 1996, Complete convention details
are available in the January/February issue of the magazine. (Show magazine)

Eac¢h Soroptimist club operates within the framework of federation and international adopted
polices, programs and bylaws, but each club assumes responsibility for formulation of
Soroptimist policies by sending its informed delegates to federation conventions, region
conferences and district meetings. Clubs provide service to their communities and the world.
Clubs retain their individual character by holding meetings, inviting speakers, arranging
discussions leading to research into the needs of their communities. Membership carries the
privilege of attending Soroptimist lub meetings anywhere in the world.
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Emblem (bring a road sign to show)

The Soroptimist emblem represents the spirit of womanhood representing the Soroptimist
organization, its objects and purposes. The emblem is a circular disc with the figure of 2 women
holding the banner " "Soroptimist” in upraised arms. The leaves and acorns of the oak represent
the strength and growth of the organization, as well as future progress and achievements, The
laurel is a symbol of victory and typifies friendship and success. According to Federation
Procedures the use of the emblem is authorized on all club or region stationery, bulletins,
programs and educational materials as well as on badges, decotations and printed materials for
region conferences, district meetings, workshops and any other official Soroptimist function.
Feadquarters is the sole supplier of all official emblematic jewelry, dlub banners and road signs.
Clubs or regions may produce ftems bearing the emblem for sale in their own region, keeping
in mind that every Soroptimist should ensure that the official Soroptimist-owned registered
marks continue to enjoy the respect that has been eamed over the years.

Soroptimist Protocol

Protocol promotes orderly procedures. Personai friendships, likes and dislikes cannot matter in

official life. Always remember that you honor the office a person holds, not the person.
Begin and close meetings on time

Attend mestings regularly

Address the presiding officer as president, govemor by title, followed by first name
(President Joan)

Address other Soroptimist by first name

Do business with Soroptimist on a business basls, expecting no favors or special
treatment

Pay your own way unless you're invited as a guest or as a speaker
Present membership card as ‘credentials’ when visiting another club
Invite Soroptimist and others to business meetings

Disagree politely and keep informality within the bounds of fellowship and
parliamentary procedure
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Relaionship with the United Nations

51 representatives are accredited to attend meetings of various UN bodies. Their role on ‘?‘I’s
pehalf is to influence and persuade~by way of oral and written statements and by speaking
informally to members of governments. At the UN, Soroptimist International (SI) is clasglﬁ'ed
as a non-governmental organization (NGO) with Category 1 consultati_ve status. ‘Snroghmlst
[nternational’s consultative status is with the Economic and Social Council o_f the United x\i.ahOinﬁ;
(ECOS0C). Representatives, all volunteer Soroptimists, work. in each of the four main UN
centers in New York, Geneva, Vienna, or Pars to maintain SI's visibility and voice in
international affairs. Working with other NGOs with similar interests, SI representatives develop
proposals and statements for joint presentation at LN meetings. Representatives alsu monitor
current issues and problems, and file reports directly with SI headquarters. These reports are
circulated to all federations, including SIA headquarters in Philadelphia.

The UN is an international organization of states to which more than 182 countries currently
belong. The UN was founded after World War Il for the purpose of preventing war,
maintaining international peace and security, promoting social progress and better standalrd:: of
life, promoting freedom, developing friendly relations among nations, and achieving
international cooperation,

Category 1 consultative statas means that S is recognized as holding special expertise useful ta
ECOS0OC’s work for economic and social wellbeing throughout the world. Consultative status
is the link between Soroptimist Intemational’s goals of awareness, ?cl_x-ccacy tmd action in the
six program areas and the UN. The Soroptimlst presence at t}_n:' United Natimm'pruwdes an
important platform where the organization can have its voice heard by an internatonal

community.

SIA also works closely with agencies such as United Nalions Deve.lopm‘ent Fund for Waomen
(UNIFEM) and United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) on projects in parts of the world
where assistance is most needed. _ .
Without the work of Soroptimist clubs, Soroptimist International would not have consultative
status with the UN. Through their activities to improve the human 'conda‘aop within the
framework of the six program areas, Sgroprimists consistently prove their commitment to tk}e
objectives of the UN. The Program Focus Reports that clubs send te SIA hcadquar‘ters are used
to demonstrate how Soroptimists around the world are making a difference, and give weight to
Soroptimist’s influence on international decision makers. The program director at headquarters,
Elise Gaul, serves as SIA’s liaison to the UN.
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Membership Dyes

Dues for membership in SiA are now prorated based on the date of a new member’s induction.
A proration chart is in the laws book as well as ont current 5008 forms. Bach new member pays
a prorated dues amount, a one-time $7.50 new member fee and $3.40 Soroptimist International i
dues. Current members pay $30 dues and the $3.40 SI dues. Active and retired life members
pay $8.00 dues and $3.40 SI dues. The amount of the SI dues may change for the 1996-1997 club
year, but the amount will not be available until April 30, 1996. Dues are to be remitted to
federation headquarters on July 1st of each year, payable in U.S. dollars. All five membership
types now receive a copy of The Scroptimist of the Americas magazine with their dues payment.

Founders Day

/ ({l October 3 has been designated as Founders Day. Many clubs celebrate Founders Day and
i

T

Ft_aund‘em Week during October with club actlvites to promote Soroptimist. Activities include
historical programs, lunicheons for important members of the conununity, sending releases to
:ii local media explaining the goals of Soroptimist, sponsoring educafional programs and

P

conducting hew member drives,

e

Another important Founders Day celebration is the collection of Founders Pennies. This
tradition began in 1943, during World War II when it was decided to collect voluntary
contributions of pennies from each Soroptimist--one for each year of Soroptimist’s existence. In
1971, in celebration of Soroptmist’s golden anniversary, the voluntary contribution increased to

{} Delinquent Dues
%: two pennies per member per year of Soroptimist’s. existence. In 1993, the amount increased to

\]?‘

A

tn’

four pennies per member. Today, the Soroptimist Foundation’s service fund, to which Founders
Pennies are contributed, funds three federation identifying projects--the Training Awards
Program (TAP), Youth Citizenship Awards (YCA), and the Soroptimist Youth Forum.
Celebrating Founders Day and contributing Founders Pennirs are two ways to keep alive the
rich history and tradition of Soroptimist service.

Membership dues must be submitted to federation headquarters by July 1, Clubs not submitting
dues by September are notified that if 2 dues payment extension is not requested within {wo
months the club automatically forfeits its charter on November 15. An additiona) three months
is granted if a club requests an extension. It is understood that clubs often have a problem
getting money out of the country, but headquarters must be notified of the situation in writing.
A club’s financial obligations must be met to remain in good standing,

dation
Eopndation Mail Ballots

et et e e et e e e

W The Soroptimist Foundation was established for charitable, scientific, literary or education
i purposes to support the programs of SIA. The foundations provide funds to initiate and support
i Soroptimist programs that directly address current societal needs. Individual members, clubs,

region and other interesied parties send vontribution to the foundation In addition, the
foundations receive Founder Pennies collected through a voluntary program whereby
Soroptimist celebrate the founding of the organization by donating four cents per members for
each year of Soroptimist’s existence. The foundatiens currently support four Soroptimist
identifying projects: Training Awards Program, Youth Citizenship Awards and Soroptimist
Youth Forum. We will talk more about thess programs later and what needs to happen to get
these programs going in Taiwan region,

The use of mail ballots is the principle way the business of the organization has been conducted
since 1991. Bylaws amendments and resolutions are introduced at the biennial convention and
may be amended by delegates, but final action is dependent upon the results of a mail ballot to
each club.

"t

e

Only clubs in good standing as of the date the ballot is mailed from headquarters, receive mail
ballots. In order to qualify as a ciub in good standing clubs must have a membership of at least
15 active members and must have paid all required dues and fees to the federation. Clubs have
at least 60 days to take acton and return a mail ballot.

>

—

The information sent with the mail ballot should be shared with all club members. Most clubs
include a photocopy of the vallot information in a ¢lub newsletter or send a special mailing to
all members announcing when the club will discuss issues on the ballot and when the club will
vote. A formal vote taken at the ¢club meeting determines how the ballot is executed. The ballot
is to be marked accordingly and placed in the envelope marked ballot that is provided by
headquarters. The smaller envelope is sealed and is then placed in the larger envelope. After
sealing the larger envelope, two officers of the club are to ptace their signatures across the sealed
flap. This agsures that the person receiving the ballot did not cast the vote without the formal
action of the club. (show sample mail ballot)

The Laurel Society was created to recognize individuals who contdbute generously of the
Foundation. Members of the Laure] Society are missionaries of the Scroptimist mission to
improve the quality of life. A minimum donation of $1,00C inducts a member into the Laurel
Society.
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Pro Community Service

e

Soroptimist follows six programs of service: economic and social development, education,
envitonment, health, human rghts/status of women, and intemational goodwill and
understanding. These program areas are addressed through awareness, advocacy and action.

— <

o

Awareness: Club members as well as other community members are informed about the
situations in the community that need attention. An understanding of the depths and
complexity of the situation is gained as well as possible sclutions and their rarifications.
Advacacys A Soroptimist club has a power base to speak up and speak out about a cause.
Action: The club can directly address a problem with hands on means - intervention into what
ever needs remedying.

N

e e

Service is implemented at all four levels of Soroptimist - International, Federation, Reglon and
Club.

International Service Projects are contributed to by all four federations composing Soroptimlst
International. The projects are chosen based on a rotating Federation basis, with new: projects
chosen every four years. The current Sl project is Soroptimist International AIDS Mediation

(SIAM). The project targets the commercial sex industry in Thailand and the resulting spread
of AIDS to women,

A

Project Five-O

This project focuses on providing vocational training and employment for women in developing
countries.

_ S > 5< -

President’s Appeal

The December 10th SI President’s Appeal is an annual request for all Soroptimists to make a
small sacrifice and contribute the money saved to a project that benefits people in extreme need.
The appeal, started by 1981-83 SI president, Catherine Salt, coincides with Seoroptimist

Intemnational Day and the U.N)s Human Rights Day. Each year, the project is determined by
the SI president.

S

This year’s appeal contributions will be used to help fund 3 community land mine education
programn in Laos. During the past 25 years, over one million pecple have been killed or injured
by landmines - 50 percent of whom were children, and 25 percent women. The contributions
will be used to train selected people from communities in Laos to survey, mark and clear
f:# landmines and well as community awareness programs to help mothers education their children.
J This will provide women with the basic human rights to have a safe environment to live, work
I- and raise their families in.

Past appeals include the reunion of displaced families in former Yugoslavia, High Commissioner

for Refugees’ efforts for Somali Refugee Women in Kenya, UNIFEM fish farming program for

worner in Orissa, India and the AIDS Support Organization’s efforts in Uganda. Donations
Yy earmarked for the December 10th Appeal should be sent to SIA headquarters,

L -

-

S

Federaton Seyvice Projects are completed through the efforts of all 20 countries in the
Federation. Three federation identifying projects are the Youth Citizenship Award, the Training
Awards Program and the Youth Forum.

Training Awards Pro

TAP was established in 1972 to aid mature women in upgrading their employment status by
obtaining further skills and training. TAP is funded by the Soroptimist foundations through
contributions from members, clubs and regions. Mature female heads of household who need
additional skills, training, and education to upgrade their employment status are eligible. Oniy
women working toward a vocational or undergraduate degree are eligible. The award is not
given to women working toward a graduate degree. Soroptimlist and their families are not
eligible.

TAP begins on the club level, with ¢lub winners becoming eligible for regional awards. Bach
year, 54 awards are distributed, two per Soroptimist region. One federation-level finalist is
chosen from among the regional winners to receive an additional award.

B I . I R D P o S S .

Clubs recelve an order form in May or June for TAP program materials. Completed applications
must by submitted to the club by December 15 each year. Clubs must submit names of winners
for zegional judging by March 1. Regions must submit names of winners for federation judging
by April 1.

Yo i i Awards

YCA recognizes outstanding contributions made by young pecple to their homes, schoals,
communities, countries and the world, These are merit awards and are not based on academiic {
achievement. %=k school seniors or their equivalent, in both public and private high schoals,
within the territorial limits of SIA federation are eligible to participate. Like the TAP, YTA is
funded by the Soroptimist Foundations.

YCA applicants can by find in public and private high schools. Establish contact with school
officials and work with them to find potential YCA applications and distribute applications. YCA
program materials are available from headquarters in May or June of each vear. Applications {
must be submitted to the club by December 15 of the applicant’s senjor year. Club winners must A
be submitted for regional judging by March 1 and region winners must be submitted to |
headquarters by April 1. )

Youth Forum X

{
.I\.
Youth Forums bring together groups of young people to share experiences; leam about different N
facets of society; and discuss, under profession guldance, issues and possibje solutions related |
to the theme. Club youth forum participants are eligible to attend the region Yeuth Forum. Two
representatives are selected from each region youth forum o attend the federation Youth Forum.

—
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Women [s) ; Federati entifving F

I . e : , . - {
A Worrien in Action is a Laubach Literacy International (LLI) initiative that enables 240,000 women The Fed'eranon permanent identifying focus is Making a Difference for Women, recognizing and &
" at 280 sites to implement community action projects planned by women who gained new skills il promoting effo.rts by and on behalvf o yanen tt}rsmgg th.ree programs: . ) ;
11 and_ confidence through collaborative projects with LLI an Women in Literacy, The Women in ;Tﬁﬁﬁ;ﬂfaﬁtﬁ svfgr\li\?:m BTG busiasisss end Oferlaations fthae T.
K :::‘;nugirgj::ts in 12 SIA countries allow newly.literate women to make a difference in their Women Helping Women - recognition program designed to reinforce the principal of i
,1]- advancement of the status of women by honering women leaders in the community who {
] aster Furid | have done the most to help other women, I
X Women of Distinction - honoring outstanding women in the community who have made 'j;
I . The fund provides grants to regions and clubs for relief work in areas that have been affected | significant contributions as volunteer or in business in at least one of the Soroptimist w
0k by a natural disaster. Funds are available for areas which have been declared a national ‘ areas of program activity. .aj.:
& emergency due to loss of life, displacement of residents or'lass of property. These events include i Eri hip Li

f floods, hurricanes, tormados, forest fires, volcanic disturbances and earthquakes. Requests for end? mks. ; i o i The li

A disasters not originating from natural causes (e.g. acts of terrorism or war) will be considered I, The Friendship Links program is to acquaint Soroptimists from different countries. The link

provides the oppertunity to learn about others’ lifestyles and cultures. Establishing a Friendship
Link is one way to participate in goodwill and undemstanding. To establish a friendship link
complete an application

by the federation Board of Directors on an as-needed busis. The Disaster Relief Fund must
always be replenished by club donations. Clubs are encoutaged to sponsor fund raisers at any
time and to watch for a call for donations during a crisis situatica. The Fund provides for two |
grant programs - Club Grants and Community Grants.

et

. ..

The Pro g art

The Disaster Relief Club Grant provides immediate, direct service assistance to clubs working ]
in or nearby areas that have been struck by natural disasters. Such disbursements are authorized
by the president of the SIA Board of Directors and the SIA executive director. The funds should |
be wsed to provide basic needs to vigtims such as food, water, medicine, medical assistance,
clothing, housing and housing repairs, Since the Disaster Relief Club Grant is set up to address
basic needs only, the money should not be used to restore or repair businesses or purchase
equipment. Clubs are reminded that in order to be eligible for the grant they must have a direct

service role in the project or have a plan for a project in the disaster area. The money may not
be donated to another organization.

These reports help to build consensus in the organization; gives weight to influence international
decision makers; and demonstrates concrete, grass-roots level evidence of how Soroptimists
around the world are making a difference.

e e ™S,

The Program Focus Report was established in 1988 to improve the speed at which important
program activities ¢an be reported from every sector of Soroptimist International. The reports
are for voluntary completion in the reporting of club activities in awareness, advocacy, and

A action. S
I Disaster Relief Community Grants permit larger, cash donations on behalf of all Soroptimists f X E

i ! ’ Soroptimists for , . X g . {

{ higher impact in disaster relief. Such disbursements are authorized only by the federation Board - Quick reporting by clubs enables those who represent SI at the United Nations to ha‘;. ready i
XX of Directors. Clubs or region governars may request a Disaster Relief Community Grant to fund i access to Information. This information also assists in the preparation of articles for‘p HBlieshon |

1 i : . : ] and in many other aspects of furthering Soroptimist work. The widespread use of this reporting A

1 specific causes. Unlike the Club Grant, however, funds may not be sent directly to a club as a N ism b ; ication, hasi d cy, and 25 that worthwhile 1

¥ matter of course. Grants may be used to assist organizations specializing in disaster relief, or, f mechanism ""Es 10 Improve commuruicatlon, emp 1agias agvocaty. an ec:; sures fhat wortiw )

! when time permits, used to develop parmered projects in the disaster area. Preferably, such 1 | wark done by Soroptimists becomes better known throughout the world. l

/ A : >

b projects invelve local clubs whenever possible, Funds may be used to provide basic, immediate .. . ‘ . PN ¥y
-J\r needs for disaster victims or may be used during the recovery phase fpor rebuilding businesses L f The report form is for voluntary completion when a du‘f’ mmp]?t.es 2 successful ot Samf}?ng {

A and community revitalization. | project in one of the programs of setvice areas: economic and social development, education, &
A i environment, health, human rights/status of women, or internatienal goodwill and [

N f : understanding. Use the Soroptimist International program focus to help you decide in which ¥
) o program of service the project belongs i
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eLVice acts

There are many different projects club can chose to do in their cammunity, such as literacy, town
beautification projects, recycling newspapers and cans, participation in health falrs, support to
shelters - battered women and homeless, and provide gifts for elderly and needy individuals.
The Quadrennial Program book (show sample) list programs and projects that clubs can do
under each of tha aix program service areas.

Project Management Tips

Organize a project from beginning to end

Structure a plan that will stand up under pressure

Make sure members agree to the projects and are supportive

Set measurable project objectives

Motivate members to participate

Utilize available resources

Eliminate waste of ime and money

Determine what the club cares about and what it wants to accomplish and then do it.

Model Programs

Balancing community service goals and busy business schedules can often be difficult. Model
programs help lighten the load by minimizing research and development time needed to
establish and maintain service projects. Model program= provided Soroptimist with a myriad
of possibilitles for project ideas in each of the six programs of service. The programs provide
guidance in planning and implementing projects by offering proven methods and resources for
achieving success. Clubs undertake model programs voluntarily and may implement as many
programs as desired. In addition, the model program library is LOU"II‘IUB“Y expanded, so
Soroptimist clubs can count on fresh ideas and information when exploting possibilities for
projects. A brief description of the six model program kits currently available can be found on
the Mode!l Programs SOS.
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During club meetings club members decide which areas and projects they are interested in and
put the plans into action.
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